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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 1/26/06, and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 1-14 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Upon review of the reference of Narushima (U.S. Patent No. 6,710,892), which 
was cited in the Office Action dated 12/14/05 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e), as being 
anticipating claims 1, 4-6 and 8, the examiner notes that the reference can still be 
interpreted as anticipating the claims, as currently amended. 

Particularly, as amended, claim 1 now requires "means for applvinq an image 
enhancement effect to the stored image". As noted in the previous Office Action, 
Narushima discloses a digital photo album for setting of print quality for a particular 
image to be printed. Further, it is noted that the stored image is corrected according to 
the selected setting (col. 12, lines 1-13). Since the system of Narushima teaches the 
method changing the image quality from one setting to another, the image 
enhancement effect is inherently applied to the stored image when such a change takes 
place. For example, when the image quality is set at a higher/better quality setting, the 
image is understood be inherently enhanced . Thus, it is concluded that the correcting 
the image according to the selected print quality of the image directly constitutes the 
image enhancement. Also read col. 26, lines 6-19. Narushima teaches method for 
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editing, synthesizing, manipulating and correcting the stored image which can well be 
interpreted to be the image enhancement effect. 
Moreover, the applicant states, 

Example of enhancement effects, such as blurring, duplication, color 
modifications etc are provided in the description. In such examples, it is the 
actual pixels of the image that are modified so that the result is a true 
modification of the original image, not just a combination of the original image 
with other overlying or underlying images, (page 4 of the Remark/Arguments) 

It is noted that the applicant's statement is not fully supported by the original 

Specification. Rather, the Specification states "the image enhancement memory card 

may modify an image in any one or more of many known methods, e.g. by adding 

standard backgrounds or text by blurring, duplication, color modification etc" (page 8, 

lines 11-13) First, as noted above, the examiner believes the changing the print quality 

setting to a higher setting is one of the many known method of enhancing the image. 

Second, the Specification, the applicant's argument or the claims clearly do not limit the 

image enhancement to the blurring, duplication and color modification. Thus, it should 

be noted that the examiner applied the broadest reasonable interpretation in interpreting 

claims in light of the Specification. Lastly, according to the above statement ("not just a 

combination of the original image with other overlying or underlying images"), it appears 

to contradict what the original Specification states because the Specification 

acknowledges that the method of adding of backgrounds is one of the many image 

enhancement methods. Is the applicant stating that the method of adding standard 

backgrounds alone cannot be considered as the image enhancement? 

Clarification/explanation is respectfully requested. 
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The applicant further alleges that printer device 21 of Narushima cannot teach 
the digital photo album as defined in the claims since the printer device does not include 
the image display means for displaying the enhanced image. Again, the examiner 
disagrees. Referring to col. 22, lines 1 1-27, Narushima clearly teaches that the display 
device is included in the printer device 21 . 

Moreover, since Parulski, which was used as a secondary reference in 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) rejections, teaches the production of a composite image by adding a 
photographic image to a background image, the examiner construes the method as the 
claimed image enhancement method. Again, the examiner relies on the definition of the 
image enhancement method described in the applicant's Specification which clearly 
includes the method of adding standard backgrounds. 

3. Therefore, the rejection of claims 1, 4-6 and 8, under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Narushima is maintained. 

4. Moreover, applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Line 4, "in-built printer" should be ~ built-in printer ~; and 
Line 4, "an enhanced image" should be - the enhanced image 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty In the English language. 

Claims 1 , 4-6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Narushima U.S. Patent No. 6,710,892. 

6. With respect to claim 1, Narushima discloses a digital photo album (printer 
system 21 in fig. 5) including digital image storage means (removable medium) for 
storing an image, means for applying an image enhancement effect to the stored image 
(correction circuit 4 in col. 12, lines 1-16), image display means for electronically 
displaying the enhanced image (col. 37, lines 47-57), built-in printer means for printing 
the enhanced image (printout process in figs. 16 & 17) and image control means 
permitting a user to selectively display and print enhanced images stored by said image 
storage means (figs. 15-17). 

7. With respect to claim 4, Narushima discloses the digital photo album according to 
claim 1, including a body (21 in fig. 5) connected to said image display means (15), the 
body housing said printer means (3) and said digital image storage means (10). 

8. With respect to claim 5, Narushima discloses the digital photo album according to 
claim 4, wherein said digital image storage means is removable from said body (10). 
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9. With respect to claim 6, Narushima discloses the digital photo album according to 
claim 4, wherein said printer means includes a supply of print media. The supply of 
print media is an inherent feature in the printer system since it needs a paper to print the 
edited image using the printer 3. 

1 0. With respect to claim 8, Narushima discloses the digital photo album according to 
claim 4, wherein the body includes a control panel for operating said printer means (col. 
15, lines 22-25). 

Claims 1 , 4-6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Rissman U.S. Patent No. 6,552,743. 

1 1 . With respect to claim 1 , Rissman discloses a digital photo album (fig. 1 ) including 
digital image storage means (memory card in col. 5, lines 13-19) for storing an image, 
means for applying an image enhancement effect to the stored image (col. 7, lines 34- 
52), image display means for electronically displaying the enhanced image (col. 7, lines 
48-52), built-in printer means for printing the enhanced image (col. 7, lines 53-67) and 
image control means permitting a user to selectively display and print enhanced images 
stored by said image storage means (col. 7, lines 53-67). 

12. With respect to claim 4, Rissman discloses the digital photo album according to 
claim 1 , including a body connected to said image display means, the body housing 
said printer means and said digital image storage means (fig. 1). 
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13. With respect to claim 5, Rissman discloses the digital photo album according to 
claim 4, wherein said digital image storage means is removable from said body (col. 5, 
lines 13-19). 

14. With respect to claim 6, Rissman discloses the digital photo album according to 
claim 4, wherein said printer means includes a supply of print media. The supply of 
print media is an inherent feature in the printer system since it needs a paper to print the 
edited image using the printer. 

15. With respect to claim 8, Rissman discloses the digital photo album according to 
claim 4, wherein the body includes a control panel for operating said printer means (col. 
7, lines 34-37). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Narushima or Rissmanas applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Parulski et al. 
U.S. Patent No. 6,573,927 (hereinafter Parulski). 

16. With respect to claims 2 & 3, both Narushima and Rissman disclose the digital 
photo album according to claim 1, but the do not disclose expressly that the image is 
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enhanced in accordance with a pre-programmed set of characteristics wherein said pre- 
programmed set of characteristic are stored on a removable medium. 

Parulski, the same field of endeavor of printing digital images, teaches the 
method for modifying an image in accordance with a pre-programmed set of 
characteristics wherein the set is stored on a removable medium, a printer including 
means for retrieving said set of characteristics from said removable medium (col. 3, line 
60 - col. 4, line 8; col. 5, lines 35-49 & col, 6, lines 19-26). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate the method taught by Parulski into the printing system of 
Narushima or Rissman. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to minimize the amount 
of user interaction at the time of printing at the printer. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Narushima or Rissman with 
Parulski to obtain the invention as specified in claims 2 and 3. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Narushima or Rissman. 

17. With respect to claim 7, Narushima or Rissman discloses the digital photo album 
of claim 6, but it does not disclose explicitly that the body includes a releasable cover 
portion through which a portion of said printer means including said print media and/or 
an ink cartridge can be removed. However, Examiner takes an Official Notice that 
having a releasable cover portion for removing or replacing the ink cartridge of the 



Application/Control Number: 10/040,471 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2625 

printing system is well known in the art at the time of the invention. Conventionally, the 
cover is included to replace the empty cartridge with a new one. Since Examiner takes 
an Official Notice, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to obtain the invention as specified in claim 7 in view of Narushima 
or Rissman. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Narushima or Rissman as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Kulakowski et 
al. U.S. Patent No. 6,229,621 (hereinafter Kulakowski). 

1 8. With respect to claim 9, Narushima or Rissman discloses the digital photo album 
of claim 8, but it does not disclose that when the digital photo album is placed on a 
horizontal surface the control panel is inclined to the horizontal. 

Kulakowski, the same field of endeavor of the printer art, discloses a printer 
having a control panel for operating the printer wherein when the printer is placed on a 
horizontal surface the control panel is inclined to the horizontal (fig. 10 & col. 10, lines 
37-45). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate the inclined control panel of Kulakowski into the printing system of 
Narushima or Rissman. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide the user to 
access the display/control panel from the front view. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Narushima or Rissman with 
Kulakowski to obtain the invention as specified in claim 9. 

Claims 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Narushima or Rissman as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Haneda 
U.S. Patent No. 6,016,184, 

19. With respect to claim 10, Narushima or Rissman discloses the digital photo 
album of claim 1 , but it does not disclose expressly that the size of a displayed image 
and the size of a printed image printed by said printer means are substantially equal. 

Haneda, the same field of endeavor of the digital photo printing art, discloses a 
digital photo album (filing system of fig. 1) comprising a printer for printing a digital 
image, a display for displaying the image and a storage for storing the image wherein 
the size of a displayed image and the size of a printed image printed by the printer are 
substantially equal (col. 12, lines 12-20; lines 27-31; and lines 56-64). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate the displaying means of Haneda into the digital photo album of 
Narushima or Rissman. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide an accurate 
size of the digital image to be printed before the printing process. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Narushima or Rissman with 
Haneda to obtain the invention as specified in claim 10. 
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20. With respect to claim 1 1 , Examiner notes that the size of a conventional photo 
output medium is 6" X 4". Read col. 8, lines 56-65 of Haneda. 

Claims 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Narushima or Rissman as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Silverbrook 
WO Publication No. 00/23279. 

21 . With respect to claim 12, Narushima or Rissman discloses the digital photo 
album of claim 1 , but it does not disclose expressly that the printer means includes 
monolithic pagewidth printhead. 

Silverbrook, the same field of endeavor of the digital photo printing art, discloses 
a printer including monolithic pagewidth printhead (page 33). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate the monolithic pagewidth printhead of Silverbrook into the digital 
photo album of Narushima or Rissman. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide a suitable 
printhead for the camera photoprinting. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Narushima or Rissman with 
Silverbrook to obtain the invention as specified in claim 12. 

22. With respect to claim 1 3, Silverbrook discloses that the printhead is an ink jet 
printhead (page 34). 

23. With respect to claim 14, Silverbrook discloses that the printhead is substantially 
4" wide (page 33). 
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Conclusion 

24. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

25. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHAN S. PARK whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7409. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (571 ) 272-7437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-6300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



csp 




Chan S. Park 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 



